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SUBJ: DOMINICAN ALLEGATION THAT US BUSINESS THREATENING TO 
LEAVE HAITI 

1. ACCORDING TO EBIS, THE SANTO DOMINGO MILITARY RADIO NETWORK 
CARRIED ON JANUARY 26, 1978, A REPORT THAT NORTH AMERICAN 
BUSINESSMEN HAVE THREATENED TO CLOSE THEIR PLANTS AND LEAVE 
HAITI IF THE MINIMUM WAGE IS RAISED. THE REPORT ALSO STATES 
THAT WORKERS HAVE BEEN PROTESTING IN THE STREETS BECAUSE OF 
LOW WAGES. THE DOMINICAN RADIO REPORT IS UNTRUE. 

2. THE EMBASSY KNOWS OF NO "NORTH AMERICAN FIRMS" PLANNING 
TO LEAVE HAITI. THERE AREN'T MANY ANYWAY AND THE FEW 
COMPANIES WITH PLANTS IN HAITI APPEAR TO BE REASONABLY SATIS- 
FIED. THE MANAGERS OF TWO AMERICAN EIRMS, ONE IN TEXTILES 
AND THE OTHER IN ELECTRONICS, REPORT THAT ALTHOUGH LABOR 
PRODUCTIVITY IS GENERALLY LOW, SOME WORKERS OUTPRODUCE AMERICAN 
COUNTERPARTS. HAITI'S MINIMUM WAGE WHICH WAS RAISED BY 29 
PERCENT TO $1.60 PER DAY IN OCTOBER, REMAINS THE LOWEST 

IN THE CARIBBEAN, AND IS NOT CONSIDERED EXCESSIVE BY HAITIAN 
OR EOREIGN MANUFACTURERS. NO INCREASES ARE ANTICIPATED IN THE 
NEAR FUTURE. THERE HAVE BEEN SOME STRIKES IN THE LAST SIX 
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MONTHS, BUT MOST OF THEM WERE CAUSED BY DISPUTES OVER 
WORKING CONDITIONS, HIRING PRACTICES, LOCAL POLITICS, ETC. 

RATHER THAN WAGES. HAITI'S UNEMPLOYMENT RATE IS NOT 
QUANTIEIABLE, BUT OBVIOUSLY EXCEEDS 50-60 PERCENT OF THE 
LABOR FORCE AND THERE ARE MORE THAN ENOUGH APPLICANTS FOR ANY 
OPEN JOB AT ANY WAGE. 
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